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'They just eat it_ 1up' 
Students slave for robotics tourney 

By Suzanne G:.:::o.:.:ld:.._ __ _ 

High school iltld CEGEP lc:3111S from 
Quebec and Ont3tlo demonsu:ued lhe1t 
scienufic il.lld creanve sloUs 11 Qu;ldrum 
2004, the third iltlnual CanadJm Roboltcs 
Competiuon organized by the 
Educational A lhance for Science lllld 
Technology. 

The event w:u launched al l.aurcobtU 
Academy's Jun1or Campus in SL l.aurent 
on Fcbi'U3t)' 20 and ended with a banquet 
:and dlUicc lhe nut day. 

Eighteen tcanu from bigb schools and 
CEGEPS from bmh the French and 
English sector11 competed in five alle­
gories: building a robollhat accomplishes 
a specific task. producing a video docu­
mentary, des1gning a website showcasing 
the team's work. producing 1 JOurnal 
chronicling the del:uls of the proJCC:I and 
creating an mfonnauon kiosl.. to mtro­
ducc the team and its robot Every cle­
ment of the competition was btllngual. 

Rule5 were g1ven at the kick -off in 
Ottcrnbcr. where this ye:~t's t:ul.. w:u 
aho announced to bwld a robot that 
could m:uupulate tenms baJis off the floor 
and tniO tubes tlut were stacked m a 
pyramid shape 

"lr's fabulou~ ... sa1d Brad MofTot, an 
orgiltiiLer for the C RC. "'There :ltC more 
robots at 3 h1gher level Every year the 
lods = cetuna better ond ben er" 

Students "'~re allowed to consult any­
one. from engtneers to teachers. for 
adv1ce, bot the key was for aU lhe butld· 
ing to be done by the Students them· 
5elvcs. 

Moffat. who WllS 10 ch:1tgc of mspcct· 
1ng the robots, Sltcsscd that lhls rule wu 
taken senously throughout the competi· 
uoo. When he C3Ught an adult touc:hing • 
robot. the students had to redo the work. 

The bleachcrs were filled wtth chcenng 
parents, fnends. tcachcn and even panoc· 
tpanlS that had been elimmated 1n previ­
ous rounds, bot who stayed to cheer on 
other schools Ongbl lights ami loud 
music lr.ept the energy level as lugh in the 
stands u on the aetual compeuuon 

1bc L.aureobdl eommumty contnbotcd 

said. .. The: competition is just the icing on 
the cake:." 

Downc:y said the cliJfcrevt elements of 
the robotic:& compclitioo adba'c to the 
provincial govcn3tlae.nt's cwriculum 
reform. which cmpbaslzes aou-cunicu­
lar and project-based learning. 1bc gov­
c:mmcnt wants us 10 go pcojcct-based.." 
Downcy said. "Perhaps tbiJ is a perfect 
example o( (projoct-bascd lcamingJ." 

Tbc competition was judged by profcs· 
sionals in the cogincc:ring field.. u wc:ll as 
by teachers and computer specialists. "ll 
makes it very official." Dowoey satd.. "ll 
brinp a lot of validity to the kids when a 

o profeuiorual is involved." 
! Justin Ana. a first-ycac bcalth scicnc:c 
!! srudcot a1 Marianopolis. satd be was 3 ucitod 10 be back :11 bis fOCIIloU bigh 
J school. He wu 1 member of the 

<> l.aureulull team in lllSI year's competition. s Ang satd having CEGEP-levcltcams tn 
L _ _;,~~d!t::::::l~~~UJ'IIt.:..:.J " the competil.ion motivates high-school 
JesM Roca and Omit M ltjundar from Jam" s rudenu to continue with roboucs after 
Lync HIC!t ~hool d•monsllllt• llldlo-contrnl graduating. " lt's incentive foe ocwcomen 
mechanlom fof their basketball-flacklnc 10 stick with 11 ... next year," he said. 
robot. '1bc: best part about ot is womnc under 
countless hours to ensunng the event was pressure; Ang said, adding that since it's 
a success, <aod Sal Lancione, a physocs not an uam. students don't have to worry 
teacher at the school. "A lot of tcachen about not doing well. 
did a lot of work. for rrec." said he saod. 
''A 101 of <tudcnts put in n lot or work fo r 
no morlr.s " 

Some rcurcd te:ICbcrs c:unc back to hdp 
ocg:uuzc the logl.Siics or the event. Students 
aho \'Oiuntccrcd thetr time. selling snacks 
and CD!cri3Joing spectators. The uurenhill 
dlUicc troupe a.nd bands performed :u the 
event iltld at lite closing llnncc. 

College Rcgtna Assumpta took fin;t 
place Ill Quadrum ~ Morianopolis 
College c:~tne in second and lhtrd place 
went to Selwyn House Scbool However. 
for many paructpnnts, the compeullon 
was about more lhm just winning 

Tom Downey, a teacher at Sclwyn 
Howc and one of the CRC founders, said 
that while U1e competition was exciting 
for students, the prOCC5.S of genlng there 
was the: best pan 

'11tcy'v'e had two-aod-a-lulf montlts 10 
sltUggle through [production)," Downcy 

The studenu; also learn a lot by worldng 
together &l>d hclpiug each otbcr, Dowocy 
explained. ~vuu caa't mcaaurc tcamwodc 
and commuoJcatioo slulls." be said. 
1bcy lcaru an enormous amount ... 
cspc:cially whc:n thc:y have 10 m.W: all the 
dcc:isioos." 

Tanya Chaw la. a grade 11 Jtudenl at the 
Sai:Rd Heart Scbool of MOlltteal, a pri­
VIIc girls scbcool. was a first-time partici­
paul iD !be C:O.llpCtitiOO. 

As pan of the o'!ly all-girls team. 
Olawla said ba school proved !bat girls 
can bwld robots, too. ~lt impresses other 
schools •.. lhl~ the ladies can actuaUy do 
somc:thinc [lib: thisJ." 

Cbawla's tt..m u.~ their disdoctivc­
OCSJ to the maximum. 'The Sacred Hc:ut 
robot. named "EI.Ie." was pink.. ID their 
kiosk. a drcsS3Jii tabk was set up. wbcn: 
~EI.Ie" could uet ready wtth malc.eup and 
nw polish. "Pinlt brings out our true spir· 
it," Chawla .u id. "ll's fun 10 see different 
teams show their spirit in different ways." 

Downey sa id the compelltioo is an 
opportunity tor srudents to show wbal 
they arc c:3p~lc o( crc:annc. -rhey tab: 
owncrslup 0\'t~ these projectS," Dowocy 
said. '11lcy juSI ca1 it up. They C:IU\IIOI get 
enough or it." I 
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